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necessity of such petition was prevented by
the prompt attention of General Schuyler
to my request, through whose influence a
bill was introduced into the Senate, which,
at the next session became a law. In the
same winter the Legislature of Massachu-
setts enacted a copyright law, procured,
probably, by the agency of the Rev. Tim-
othy Dwight, then a member of the House
of Eepresentatives.

" As Congress, under the Confederation,
had no power to protect literary property,
several gentlemen, among whom was Joel
Barlow, presented a memorial to that body,
petitioning them to recommend to the sev-
eral States the enactment of such a law.
In May, 1783, on the report of Mr. Wil-
liamson, Mr. Izard, and Mr. Madison, Con-
gress passed a resolution, recommending to
the several States to secure to authors or
publishers of new books, not before printed,
the copyright of such books for a term not
less than fourteen years. In Decemberj
1783, Governor Livingston informed me by
letter that the Legislature of New Jersey
had passed a law agreeable to the recom-
mendation of Congress.